Reply
Sir, Comments made by Dr. Rakesh Lai are highly appreciated. We agree with his suggestion that treatment of Psychopathology is important whether it precede or follow drug dependence. We have stressed the same in our article.
Increased percentage of Psychopathic personality disorder in our study is probably due to measures of Psychopathology used differently by different authors. Secondly psychopathology is associated with treatment failure (Mclellan & Colleague, 1979) ; so cases of Psychopathic personality will go on accumulating. Lastly due to increase in cost and non availability, opiate use may be becoming more selectively appealing to those with propensity for deviation.
We agree that factors given by him influence the prognosis in drug dependence. The present study has highlighted the importance of psychopathology with opiate addiction in prognosis.
Motivation plays an important role in drug dependance. This can be a separate topic for research and study.
Cordially yours, D. C Satija Professor Psychiatric Centre, Jaipur. l \
